
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE 

CLEARFIELD AREA BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

March 23, 2015 

 

MEETING HELD The regular meeting of the Clearfield Area Board of School Directors was 

held on Monday March 23, 2015 beginning at 6:01PM in the Clearfield Area Jr./Sr. High School 

library. President Jackson convened the meeting and requested that roll call be taken.  

 

ROLL CALL  Board Members present included President Jackson, Vice President Putt and 

Directors Carr, Mikesell, Ralston, Rishel, Spencer and Wallace. Director Morgan was excused. 

Also present was student representative Sadie Hubler. Administration present included 

Superintendent Struble, and Messrs. Maney, Nicolls, Billotte, Brickley, Quick, Mohney, 

Janocko, Bunning, Kavelak, Prestash and Sayers. Solicitor McGoron was present.  

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG  President Jackson invited all present 

to participate in opening exercises.  

 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS The first visitors recognized were Erica Hanes and her 

mother Jeannine Hanes who had the opportunity through Erica’s 9
th

 grade English project to 

meet with a Holocaust survivor. Mrs. Chawla, Erica’s English teacher was there to introduce 

Erica and give some background on why they were doing their research projects and how Erica 

went above and beyond for her Holocaust project. Erica spoke about her project and the 

opportunity to meet and interview Mr. David Tuck. This opened the doors for Mr. Tuck to come 

into the Clearfield Area Jr./Sr. High School and speak with the students here on April 20
th

, 2015. 

The second visitor was Mrs. Peg Barton a retired library teacher from Clearfield that spoke about 

the current library services and what she would like to see in the future. 

The third visitor was Mr. Shobert who came to touch on the issues that he has been bringing to 

the Board meetings and where progress is with those.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES      Mr. Putt made the motion to approve the minutes of the 

February 23
th

 regular meeting. Dr. Spencer seconded the motion. The minutes were unanimously 

approved 8-0. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS      The Board members passed around statements from the Govern and 

legislature concerning the state budget proposed. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Mr. Struble: 

On behalf of the Clearfield Area School District I want to thank the staff for all their help and 

support for the memorial service held here on Friday the 13
th

. There were 30+ individuals that 

volunteered to help with the service. I would also like to thank the staff for helping to raise 

$2000 for the Poole family through their donations on the jeans day that was held. Kindergarten 

registration is going on and we are seeing where we will need to go with that. The High School is 

currently working on scheduling and planning for next school year.  



High School Administration: 

This year the Clearfield Area School District competed in a Mathematics competition sponsored 

by the University of Illinois at Chicago. MathCon is a popular math competition for students in 

grades 5-12. MathCon reaches out to students every year with 2 related goals: To contribute to 

their academics by challenging and entertaining them with insight math problems and to promote 

high-quality math education.  This year, MathCon had more than 40,000 students from 42 states 

register to compete in round one. Only the top 700 students are invited to round two in Chicago.  

The Clearfield Area Junior Senior High school had one student qualify for round two in Chicago: 

Elliot Thorp; Devin Carns qualified as an alternate on stand-by basis.   

The following swimmers earned state medals at the PIAA Swimming Championships:Claire 

Mikesell 2nd in the 50 free, Michael Spencer 3rd in the 50 free, Paige Mikesell 7th in the 100 

free, the boys 200 Medley relay team of Nick Veihdeffer, Chase Bietz, Mike Spencer, and Alex 

Shugarts got 8th and the same boys got 6th in the 200 free relay, the girls 400 free relay of Claire 

Mikesell, Paige Mikesell, Paige Conrad and Talitha Narehood earned 8th place.All State 

Honorable Mentions for top 16 performances include Mike Spencer in the 100 free 10th place, 

Paige Mikesell 11th in the 200 free, and the girls 200 free relay team of Claire Mikesell, Paige 

Mikesell, Talitha Narehood, and Paige Conrad got 14th place. Both teams finished in 10th place 

in the State in the team scoring. 

The Wrestling team sent one wrestler to states in Hershey.  Luke McGonigal was the lone Bison 

to compete. 

The Boys Basketball team won the District IX Championship defeating Punxsutawney. 

They were defeated by Obama Academy in the next round to end their season 20-4 

Wednesday, March 11th twelve of Mrs. Borden’s Public Speaking students spoke at the local 

Rotary Four-Way Test Speech Contest.  Three students were awarded cash prizes for their 

outstanding performance.  Those students are Carter Wood, 3rd place, Dale Clish, 2nd place and 

Malav Patel, 1st place.  Malav will move on to compete in the Regional Competition.  The 

competition will be held at the Clearfield Lock Haven campus, with the date and time to be 

announced.  You can find out more about the For-Way Test or Rotary by visiting 

http://www.rotary7360.org  

 

Mr. Kavelak: 

PRFSD:  I attended the Pittsburgh Regional Food Service Director’s meeting in Blairsville last 

week.  There were several guest speakers and a small commodity food show.  PRFSD meetings 

are always very informative and great place to exchange thoughts and ideas with other food 

service directors from around the state.   

SNAPA:   On Monday, March 16th, we will be hosting the Clear-Cen Chapter meeting of 

SNAPA (School Nutrition Association of PA).  Last fall I was elected as treasurer for our 

chapter.  We meet 2-3 times a year.  FSD’s and food service staff members from Philipsburg-

Osceola, Bald Eagle Area, Bellefonte, State College, and Clearfield meet to discuss the latest 

trends and changes in regulations in the school food service world.  A dinner will be provided by 

US Foodservice and Advantage Waypoint (food broker).   

On-site Review – In January, I did an on-site review of our meal counting and claiming 

operations and complete the form provided by PDE.   

Severe Need – We have now received the reimbursements for August, September, and October 

at the severe need rate.   



Spaghetti Dinner Fundraisers – We assisted the Boys Hoops Club and the Junior/Senior High 

Field Trip Group with Spaghetti Dinner Fundraisers.  We will be doing this again for the softball 

team the last Sunday of the month. 

March and April are largely dedicated to preparing for next school year.  Over the next month or 

so I will be determining our anticipated usage of products for next school year for the PRFSD 

bid; I will be creating our requisitions for commodity foods for next school year; and I will be 

working on completing the budget with Mr. Maney for next year. 

Summer Food Service Program – I will be getting ready for the summer food program again 

soon.  I will meet with the administration to determine the best location(s) and dates for the 

operation and will be requesting approval in April or May. 

 

Mr. Quick: 

Teacher Induction 

 

I am underway with formal observations for the second semester with our non-tenured teaching 

staff.  Adjustments to the school schedule due to inclement weather have thrown some curve 

balls regarding formal observation, but the teachers have been very flexible to host me in 

classrooms. 

 

Writing to Learn  

 

I hope to schedule additional “in-house” workshops with teachers throughout the remainder of 

the school year as resources me to do so permit to continue to develop writing to learn strategies 

via Collins Writing. 

 

K-6 Music 

 

Mr. Phillip Wyant is underway in his position as an elementary music teacher at CAE, and he 

has begun to form positive and appropriate relationships with students and staff.  

 

Personal Note 

I was very proud to be a member of the Clearfield School District team as our junior/senior high 

school hosted the memorial service for Jeffrey Buck on Friday, March 13.  The school district 

was able to effectively keep the focus on Jeffery, his family, the service, and representation of 

volunteers from across the state of Pennsylvania.  I am proud of our district’s outlook to serve 

the community in any way that is possibly can. 

 

Mr. Nicolls: 

Several weeks ago, we received our Final Allocations from the Federal Programs Division.  Each 

year when we make our budget for federal funds, it is a tentative amount.  Each winter, they tell 

us how much we actually have.  For the past few years, that has typically been a significant 

decrease from what we planned.  Therefore, we often proceed cautiously.  This year, however, 

there was no change in our Title I funding and we only saw a decrease of a few dollars in our 

Title II funds. 

  



Along the lines of Title I, I have been doing observations and evaluations of the Title I Reading 

and Math staff these past few weeks and have those almost wrapped up.  This month, I will be 

observing and evaluating our JSHS Science staff.  For the past few years I have been helping 

with that, and spending time in classrooms is an enjoyable part of the job. 

  

I have had several meetings with CenClear and the IU in preparation for applying for the Early 

Learning Innovation Zone grant which we discussed and was approved for application at the last 

meeting.  We are looking at doing something to help parents and families build literacy skills 

with their children from birth to grade 3. 

  

 Administrative preparations have begun for the Spring PSSAs (grades 3-8 in Math and 

English/Lang Arts along with Science in grades 4 and 8).  We are also beginning to prepare for 

the Spring Keystone Exams which are given to all students taking Algebra I, Biology, and 10th 

Grade English. 

  

Discussions continue with 7-12 Science staff and an Elementary Science/Health Curriculum 

Committee to make recommendations for curriculum and text book purchases this summer.  It 

looks like the science program for grades K-8 will remain the same with some changes in what 

grade some of the topics are taught.  We are also looking for some Health resources for teachers 

K-6 as our current materials are quite old. 

 

Mr. Maney: 

My primary focus has been to continue to work on the 2015-2016 General Fund Budget.  

Departmental budgets are still coming in at this point.  This is primarily due to new staff in the 

district not being familiar with the budget process.  My staff and I are continuing to assist them 

and answer any questions.  The biggest challenge we will face is to not miss anything with the 

new consolidated structure of the district.   

 On Tuesday March 10, 2015, I attended the sentencing hearing for Lucinda Cardinale at 

the Clearfield County Courthouse.  Lucinda waived her right to an attorney and Judge 

Ammerman explained to her the seriousness of her case.  The Judge also mentioned that the 

District Attorney Plea Agreement Notice stated that the defendant would receive (4) months 

incarceration if restitution was paid prior to sentencing and a minimum period of (8) months 

incarceration if restitution was not paid prior to sentencing.  Judge Ammerman explained that he 

disagreed with the Plea Agreement Notice and set the incarceration period as (10) months 

incarceration if restitution is paid prior to sentencing and a minimum period of (14) months 

incarceration if restitution is not paid prior to sentencing.  He added that the (14) months would 

be in state prison and that he takes these type of cases very serious.  Due to the fact that Ms. 

Cardinale was not privy to the extended incarceration periods, Judge Ammerman issued a 

continuance to April 7, 2015.  To date it was announced that Ms. Cardinale has paid restitution 

of approximately $18,400 of the $52,000 that she plead guilty to taking.  I will be attending the 

April 7, 2015 sentencing and will apprise you of the outcome.  Also in regard to the theft, I filed 

a Proof of Loss claim with The Cincinnati Insurance Companies to collect on our Public Official 

Bond.  The maximum amount of coverage was $10,053.  I was under the impression that the 

$10,053 was an annual amount but it was actually the maximum for the (4) year policy period.    

 I also attended the annual PASBO Conference in Hershey, PA held March 10th-13th.  

The first general session included a presentation by Acting Secretary of Education Pedro Rivera.  



Sec. Rivera highlighted the top educational priorities for Governor Wolf which included Basic 

Education Funding, Charter and Cyber School Funding Reform, Pension Reform, and PlanCon 

to name just a few.  The Acting Secretary mentioned using a standard charter-cyber annual 

student rate of $5,950.  We currently pay a rate of $8,665 for regular education students and 

$17,782 for special education students. Sec. Rivera reiterated that the PlanCon process needs to 

be streamlined and become more transparent. Overall the conference was very informative.  If 

the Governor can work with both houses and get even some of his proposed budget passed the 

district should benefit.  I will keep you abreast as more details become available.         

 

Elementary Administration: 

1. Kindergarten Registration 

a. March 23-27 

 i. 9-11 and 12-2 daily 

b. Forms available to fill on line this year 

c. Packets have gone out to local preschools 

d. Ads will run in The Progress and on Gant Daily 

 

2. Good Will clothing Drive; 

a. We collected over 1100lbs at the elem. school 

 

3. PSSA 

a. Preparations are starting for PSSA testing 

b. Committee is planning a pep rally as well as other activities to build excitement and 

 awareness of the PSSAs. 

 

4. Field Trips 

a. Most grade levels have submitted their field trip approval forms for the spring.   Planning 

 continues 

 

5. SWPB 

a. Continues to grow and be successful 

b. We will probably be sending 2 reps from our team to the state conference in Hershey in 

 May. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  The Education Committee met on Monday, March 16, 2015 at 6:00 

PM in the Clearfield Area Jr./Sr. High School Library. Mr. Nicholls reviewed the report. 

Additions to the committee report were read on Monday, March 23, 2015 by Mr. Nicolls. 

 

1.0 EDUCATION 

1.1 CALENDAR 

 1. To approve the changes made to the school calendar due to the snow days that 

 occurred February 20
th

 and March 4
th

 to now reflect the attached calendar. Attachment  

 E-1. 

 Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

 Committee Recommendation: Approval. 

 



2.0 PERSONNEL  

Note: All personnel items are effective March 24, 2015 unless otherwise noted. 

 

2.1 APPOINTMENTS 

1) Adam Jury, Volunteer Baseball Coach 

2) Justin Hoffman, Volunteer Baseball Coach 

3) Heather Inguagiato, seniority transfer from full-time Personal Care Assistant at Clearfield 

 Area Elementary School, up to 6.5 hours per day, up to 180 days per year, to full-time 

 Personal Care Assistant at Clearfield Area Junior/Senior High School, up to 6.75 hours 

 per day, up to 180 days per year, effective March 12, 2015 

4) Todd Vanderburgh, Volunteer Softball Coach effective 3/2/15. 

5) Craig Houchins, Volunteer Softball Coach effective 3/10/15. 

6) Jonathan Bloom, Volunteer Softball Coach. 

7) Michele Carns, seniority transfer from full-time shared Personal Care Assistant at 

 Clearfield Area Elementary, up to 7 hours per day, up to 180 days per year, to full-

 time Personal Care Assistant at Clearfield Area Elementary School, up to 6.5 hours 

 per day, up to 180 days per year, effective August 31, 2015. 
 Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

 Committee Recommendation: Approval. 

 

2.2 RESIGNATIONS 

1) Christopher Wingate, Computer Technology Assistant, effective March 6, 2015 

2) Stephanie Wall, Special Education Teacher at Clearfield Area Junior Senior High School, 

 effective February 27, 2015 

3) Nathan Sipes, 7th Grade Football Coach 

 Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

 Committee Recommendation: Approval. 

 

 

 

 

2.3 LONG TERM SUBSTITUTE STATUS 
 The following substitute teacher has completed ninety consecutive days in the same 

 position and is eligible for long term substitute status. Salary is at Step 1 of the teacher 

 salary schedule. Benefits are applicable. 

  1.       Hannah McCracken, effective 8/22/14. 

 Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

 Committee Recommendation: Approval. 

 

2.4 POSITION RECCOMENDATION 

 1. Create a full-time PCA position at the Clearfield Area Junior-Senior High School, up 

 to 7 hours per day, up to 180 days per year. 

 2. Collapse the full time maintenance position formally held by Dave Anderson. 

 3. Create a (4) hour custodial position responsible for inter-district deliveries, mail, 

 school vans and vehicles, and other work assigned.  
 Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 



 Committee Recommendation: Separation by Mr. Carr. Approval by a 7-1 vote. 

 

2.5 LEAVES 

 Cindy Luzier, Food Service Technician at the Clearfield Area Junior Senior High 

 School, is requesting an extension for unpaid leave of absence for medical reasons 

 effective March 24, 2015 through May 4, 2015. 
 Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

 Committee Recommendation: Approval 

 

Committee Recessed at: 6:58 

 

 Dr. Spencer motioned to approve the Education Committee report and preboard report 

less item 2.4. Dr. Rishel seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken. All directors voted 

“yes”, the motion carried 8-0. 

 

 Dr. Spencer motioned to approve separation 2.4, Dr. Rishel seconded the motion. A roll 

call vote was taken, Mrs. Jackson, Mrs. Mikesell, Mr. Putt, Mrs. Ralston, Dr. Rishel, Dr. Spencer 

and Ms. Wallace voted “yes”. Mr. Carr voted “no”. Seperation 2.4 was approved with a 7-1 vote. 

 

 The Buildings and Finance Committee met Monday, March 16, 2015 at 6:00 PM in the 

Clearfield Area Jr./Sr. High School Library. Mr. Struble reviewed the report. Additions to the 

committee report were read on Monday, March 23, 2015 by Mr. Struble. 

 

1.0  BUILDINGS 

 1. Approve the attached proposal from ITG Consultants, Inc. to utilize their school 

 security assessment program services at a cost not to exceed $25,000, utilizing G.S.A 

 pricing. Attachment B-1.  

 2. To approve using HHSDR to create construction drawings and requirements for a 

 maintenance facility through the bid process at a cost of $21,500. Engineering costs, not 

 to exceed $6,000 may be additional depending on permit requirements. 

 Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

 Committee Recommendation: Separation of 1.0 #2 by Mr. Carr. Approval 6-2 vote. 

 

2.0 POLICY APPROVAL 

 Approve the first reading of Policies: 

 #202 #207 #216 #907 

Attachment B-2. 

 Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

 Committee Recommendation: Approval. 

 

3.0 FIELD TRIP REQUESTS 

 1. Whitney Bargerstock is requesting that 15 students grades 11 and 12 be permitted to 

attend Hiram G. Andrews for transition planning for special education. 3 adults would 

also be attending, the date of the trip is April 13
th

, 2015. Attachment B-3. 

 2. Mrs. Bargerstock is also requesting to attend Metzger Animal Hospital with 8 students 

grades 9-12 with 2 adults for transition planning for special education on March 18
th

, 



2015. She would also like to request to attend IUP culinary arts academy and IUP Punxsy 

branch campus with 8-15 students in 9
th

 and 10
th

 grade for transition planning for special 

education on April 17
th

, 2015. Attachments B-4. 

 3. Jackie Carr is requesting to take 22 students to the Animal Diagnostic lab at Penn State 

University on March 24
th

, 2015. Attachment B-5. 

 4. Sarah Fye is requesting to take 26 pupils grades 11 and 12 to Penn State University’s 

Radiation Science and Engineering center on April 17
th

, 2015. Attachment B-6. 

 5. Beth Sallack is requesting that the senior class receives permission to attend 

Delgrosso’s Amusement Park on June 2
nd

 or June 3
rd

 (weather depending) for their class 

trip. Attachment B-7. 

 6. The first grade teachers are requesting permission to attend the Jaffa Shrine 

Circus in Altoona on April 13
th

 2015. There will be 171 students attending with 54 

adults. This will be a multicultural learning experience for the students 

 7. The 3
rd

 grade teachers are requesting permission to take 172 students to Living 

Treasures of Moraine on May 8
th

 as a class field trip. This will be a unique 

interactive experience in biological science. 

 Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

 Committee Recommendation: Approval. 

 

4.0 FACILITY REQUEST 

The Clearfield YMCA and the Track and Field Team are requesting the use of the 

Bison Stadium for The National YMCA’s Healthy Kid’s Day. Last year they had 

over 60 children in attendance. This is a way to get kids active and excited about 

health. The date of the event would be 5/20/2015. They are also requesting that the 

fee be waived to rent the facility.  

 Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

 Committee Recommendation: Approval. 

 

5.0 TECHNOLOGY 

 1. To approve a service agreement with Global Data Consulting to provide a network and 

infrastructure assessment at a cost not to exceed $9,925.00. 

Administrative Recommendation:  Approval. 

 Committee Recommendation: Approval. 

 

Committee Recessed at: 7:10 

  

 Mr. Putt motioned to approve the Buildings and Finance Committee report and preboard 

report less 1.0 #2. Ms. Wallace seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken. All directors 

voted “yes”, the motion carried 8-0. 

 

 Dr. Spencer motioned to approve separation 1.0 #2, Dr. Rishel seconded the motion. A 

roll call vote was taken. Mrs. Jackson, Mr. Putt, Mrs. Ralston, Dr. Rishel, Dr. Spencer and Ms. 

Wallace voted “yes”. Mr. Carr and Mrs. Mikesell voted “no”. The separation was approved 6-2. 

 



OLD BUSINESS  Dr. Spencer motioned to approve tabled policy #305 from February. Dr. 

Rishel seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken, all directors were in favor. The tabled 

policy was approved 8-0. 

 

NEW BUSINESS   

  

1. Motion to approve the GOB of the IU as per the attached resolution. 

Ms. Wallace made the motion to approve the GOB of the IU, Mr. Carr seconded the motion. All 

ballots were in favor, the GOB was approved 8-0. 

 

2. Motion: “To grant the authority to the District administration to seek a professional auctioneer 

to handle the inventory, identity, and public auction of the former Bradford Elementary School 

and Centre Elementary School  and their contents, and the content and inventory of the former 

Clearfield Middle School, and any further property needing to be disposed of in accordance with 

24 P.S. §7-707 of the Public School Code.”  

Dr. Rishel made the motion to approve the District to seek an auctioneer as stated above. Dr. 

Spencer seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken, Mrs. Jackson, Mrs. Mikesell, Mr. Putt, 

Mrs. Ralston, Dr. Rishel, Dr. Spencer and Ms. Wallace voted “yes”. Mr. Carr voted “no”. This 

was approved with a 7-1 vote. 

3. Motion: “To approve the use on an as needed basis the services of a certified school 

psychologist(s), to assist in the writing of evaluation reports, or in the complete assessment of 

students, so as to not violate the prescribed timelines.” 

Ms. Wallace motioned to approve the use of certified school psychologists as needed per the 

wording above. Mrs. Mikesell seconded the motion, a roll call vote was taken. All directors were 

in favor, the motion was approved 7-0. (Dr. Rishel was not present for time of voting) 

FINANCIAL REPORTS  Mr. Putt moved that all financial reports be accepted and filed for audit 

and that the bills be approved for payment subject to fund availability. Mr. Carr seconded the 

motion. The reports were unanimously approved. 7-0. Dr. Rishel was not present for the time of  

voting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  Dr. Spencer moved to adjourn the meeting, Mrs. Mikesell seconded the 

motion and with no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:23 PM. 

 

 

__________________________  ____________________________________ 

Date      Signature 

 
 


